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COMPOSITION

EUROPEAN COMMISSION: D.G. EUROSTAT +

OFFICIAL BODIES OF THE 25 MEMBER COUNTRIES OF THE EU  
(STATISTICAL OFFICES, MINISTRIES, BANKS AND AGENCIES)  
EUROPEAN UNION MEMBER STATES + EFTA COUNTRIES 

EUROPEAN STATISTICAL SYSTEM: COMPOSITION AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK

LEGAL FRAMEWORK

Amsterdam Treaty (Arts.285-287): Signed in 1997 and came into force on 1 
May 1999

Statistics Law⇒⇒⇒⇒ Council Regulation (EC) N°322/97 on Community statistics:
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DEFINITIONS

European
Statistics

Statistical
Authority

European 
Statistical

System

Approval process: 
Approval in the Statistical Programme Committee in February 2004 and

Proposal for a European Commission Recommendation
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PURPOSES  
OF THE CODE

Improved confidence in the

statistical independence of the
national and Community

authorities and in the 

credibility and quality of the

statistics  both produce and
distribute

Promotion of a uniform

application of the best 
international statistical 

principles, methods and  

practices by all producers of

official statistics in Europe so as 

to optimize their quality
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INSTITUTIONS
AFFECTED

�Government
authorities

�Statistical
authorities and
their  personnel

�Users

�Data suppliers
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1. Professional independence

2. Legal mandates for data 
collection

3. Adequacy of resources

4. Commitment to Qualit

5. Statistical confidentialit

6. Impartialit and objectivit

7. Sound methodolog

8. Appropriate statistical 
processes

9. Not too heav a load

10. Cost effectiveness

11. Relevance

12. Precision and reliabilit

13. Timeliness and puntuality

14. Coherence and comparabilit

15. Accessibilit and clarity

Debate of the Members of the Conferenc
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