Facts about the United Nations
The United Nations is today, more than ever, engaged in service to all the world's nations and peoples. Some facts:

· The budget for the UN's core functions -- the Secretariat operations in New York, Geneva, Nairobi, Vienna and five Regional Commissions -- is $1.25 billion a year. 

· The UN has no army. Governments voluntarily supply troops and other personnel to halt conflicts that threaten peace and security. Member States on the Security Council, not the Secretary-General, decide when and where to deploy peacekeeping troops. 

· Some 4,500 people work at the New York Headquarters of the UN. The wider UN family consists of the Secretariat and 29 other organizations such as UNICEF, and a total of roughly 52,100 people work in that wider UN system as a whole. 

· Eighty per cent of the work of the UN system is devoted to helping developing countries to build the capacity to help themselves. This includes promoting and protecting democracy and human rights; saving children from starvation and disease; providing relief assistance to refugees and disaster victims; countering global crime, drugs and disease; and assisting countries devastated by war and the long-term threat of land-mines. 

· The efforts of the UN to carry out these mandates have been strengthened through the establishment of comprehensive coordination mechanisms within the Secretariat and between the Secretariat and the other Common System organizations, the Bretton Woods Institutions and with civil society.  [Executive Committees, Resident Coordinators, Humanitarian Coordination, United Nations Development Assistance Coordination]
· The United Nations and its agencies, funds and programmes -- mainly UNICEF, UNDP, UNFPA, WFP and WHO -- have $4.8 billion a year to spend on economic and social development, to assist countries in such areas as health care, sanitation, agriculture and food distribution. This is the equivalent of 81 cents per human being. In 1997, the world's governments spent about $804 billion in military expenditures -- the equivalent of $135 per human being. 

· The total cost of all UN peacekeeping operations in 1999 was $1.7 billion -- less than 0.4 per cent of global military spending. 

· Member States share the risks of maintaining peace and security. Since 1948, over 1,650 UN peacekeepers from some 85 countries have died in the line of duty.

· UN Secretariat staff has been cut by 25 per cent to about 8,700 from a high of more than 12,000 in 1984-85, and streamlining continues. Tough new standards have been set for staff performance.

· Major reform and revitalization initiatives have been conducted over the past several years and the Secretary-General is continuing the process with respect to the human and financial resources of the Organization.  Whether in terms of human resources reform, budget and financial initiatives or efficiency measures, the United Nations is striving to incorporate best practices and to modernize the Organization in order to more efficiently carry out the multi-faceted and emerging mandates given to it by the Member States.
